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Three World Problems

BY. WM. JENNINGS BRYAN.

Lificoln, Neb., Nov. 5.—Each loc;dil,\'g
has its questions of interest; each state|
has’ subjects which arouse discussion;
each nation has its issues of paramount
Importance, and *her world has its
pProblems. There are transient ques-
tions which come and go and questions
which, like Tennyson’s brook, “go.on|
and on forever.” Each generation, in
each country, meeis the issues present-

€d by conditions, but all the nations
of the earth are constantly grappling
with problems universal in their scope|

duration. In his
Gettysburg, Abra-
spoke of an “unfinished
work”™ which those buried there had
promotéd, and to which the living
should dedicate themselves. Every gen-
eration finds unfinished work when it
enters upon .ife's stage and leaves the
work unfinished when it departs.

The work of civilization is ever an
unfinished one for the reason that new
problems present themsélves as soon
as present. ones have been solved. In
our trip around the world, we have
had an opportunity to note some of the
problems which most concern all people
at all times. The first concerns thri
legitimate sphere of the government—
what should the government, acting for
all the people do, and what should be
left to the individual? This subject is
tnder consideration in every civilized
nation, and no twé nations have
reached the same solution.

At the two extremes stand the indi-
vidmnalist and the socialist—the former
jealously guarding the individual and
opgosing any encroachments upon his
sx!gprc; ©f action, the latter emphasiz-
ing’ the work of the state and seeking
tojgonvert the work of production and
the wark of distribution into state
functions. Between these extremes
st@nd .the mass of the people, govern-
edmore by the exigencies of each in-
dividual case than by the thearies put
forward by individualist and social-
ist; In some directions the countries
of-Europe and Asia have extended the
splere of government beyond any-
thing known  in the United States, in
some respects our government has en-
larged the sphere of the state beyond
anything attempted in the old world,
but everywhere the tendency is to ex-
tend rather than to diminish the
sphere bf the state’s activities.

In the: IInited States the
school i§ probably the best
tion of extensive cd-overation
part of the public.
cation of the people as a matter of
public importance—so vital- a matter

and everlasting in
famous oration at
ham Lincoln

;!llh'li\’
illustra-
on the

We regard the edua.|,

quiring of private plants by the city
or state, and different methods have
been employed in different countries for
the elimination ef-the political element
from public service. Those who _have
faith in the intelligence aad capacity
of the people have confidence that they
will be able to reduce to a minimum
any dangers attendant upon a course
which they believe tn be necessary to
their own welfare. The fact that after
more than a quarter of a century of
experience, no retrograde movement is
to be observed furnishes some proof
that the dangers anticipated have not
in practice been shown to be insur-
mountable,

* oF o»
Another world problem is to be

found in the effort to fix woman’s
place. in the social economy. No one
can travel around the world” without
noting the wide difference that ex-

ists between the treatment of women
in different countries. In the Orient
woman has, until comparatively recent
vears, occupied a very inferior posi-
tion. JIn no re2spect has the infiuence of
the west upon' the east been more
marked than in the elevation of woman.
Even in Japan, where for half a cen-
tury the ideas of America and Europe
have found vigorous groftvth. woman’s
position is not yvet equal to man’'s. The
education of boys received attention be-
fore the education of the girls, but the
girls"” schools are now multiplying in
number and attendance. Traveling in
the country one still sees the black-
ened teeth, it formerly having been re-
garded as the' proper thing for a wo-
man to make her teeth black after
marriage, but among the young gener-
ation the custom is unknown. -In
China woman has not only lagged be-
hind man “in education, but she has
been subjected fo a torture known as
foot-binding, which is to be found no- |
where else. Societies are now being |
formed to discourage the practice, but |
it is sad to learn how slowly this re- |
form has grown. In both Japan and |
China plural .marriage, - or what has|
been equivalent to plural marriage, has |
been «eommon. The /man has been al-
lowed“to take unto himsélf as ‘many
wives as he could support without |
asking the consent of former wives—a
practice which seems strange to those |
who have been brought up to regard
the marriage vows as mutually binding,
and to consider man and woman as|
standing upon an equal plane when pn-f
Ltering upon the relation of husband |
and wife. :

In India child marriage is one of the
worst cystoms that has afflicted these

in fact, that we no longer depend upon
the private school. The private school

has its place, and its establishment is|

encouraged by localities and regarded
with favor by the government, but the
people, acting as a whole, . insist that
the school door shall be open to every
child born into the country. In
last quarter of a century much advance
has been made in the establishment by
the public of technical schools, such as
law schools, medical colleges, dentistry

the|

unhappy people. . Girls have been given
{ iIn marriage when only 9 or 10 vears
old, and a widow of 12 or 13 is not un-
usual. Remarriage of widows is not |
| permitted under Hindu custom. suttee |
| or the burning of the widow, formerly
| being regarded as the proper thing. In
{ both India and Arabia the women are
still veiled and excluded from the so- |
| clety of men. It is difficult to estimate |
the loss that has come to society from |
{ the failure to recognize the mutual
stimulus which man and woman find!

echools, industrial schools and ;lgri«u'-i in co-operation in the work of (‘iviliza-[

tural colleges. Probably the greatest
comparative advance has been made

in the matter of agricultural colleges
and experiment stations. In Europe
the public school system is spreading |

more rapidly in northern than in south-
ern Europe. In Asia the people
just beginning to recognize education
public function—a part of the
state's work. In Japan public instrue-
has for some years been
after the employed in the
T'nited States and Europe. In Asia Lhe
public school is of a more mode 1':1|
origin, but some idea of the rapidity|
with which the public school is spreard-|
ing in China may be known from the!
fact that 4,000 public schools have been|
established within five yvears in the dis-|
trict of one of the viceroys.
Municipal ownership presents

as a

tion

systems

other|

Jll""

tion,

Even in Europs woman’'s position isi
|
although in the Christian countries h«ri
rights are more respected and her good|
| influence more appreciated. Max O'Rall
the witty French lecturer, used to say|
that if he was going to be born a wo-|
man, he would pray to be born in the
United States. Jt was a happy expres-|

|
|

| not as good as it is in the United States

lnndb!rwll sion, for surely there is no other coun-|

fry in which so high an estimate is

| placed upon woman or wheras she more

fully shares in both the jovs and re-
sponsibilities of life. For tha super-
Iir~rity of her position she has Chris-|
tianity and education to thank: Chris-|

equality with man and education
fitted her to be a real helpmeet in life
* * =

tianity hasg-ever recognized \\'nm‘m'si
|

els

phase of thiz subjec a century ago| A third question which .one mo s|
comparatively few ies in this coun-| everywhere is the labor question. In!
try or Europe owned their own water| Europe it {s a question between labor|
works: now it is the exception that any| and capital and the laborer is r»r':;“xiz-f
city of any size relies upon private| ing for the advancement of his wel.|
1'()r:[;lnr24.tit‘r‘, for its water supply ('i'w.\'4 fare. The guild and the labor organ-

lighting is having the same history, al-
though municipalization began later
than with the water works. Now comes|
the question of street car lines, and as|
the same principles apply, the same in-

evitable trend toward municipal own-
ership is noticeable. The experience of

all. the cities has been practically the|
same; first, liberal franchises to induce
the establishment of water, light or|
street car plants; efforts at|
regulation and restriction, made futile|
by the corrupt influence of the fran-|
chise companies; third, municipal own-|
ership as a protection to the people and|
as a means of purifying politice. 1In
the extent to which
ship ‘has been carried Great Britain
leads the  world, although in other|
countrizs, some cities like Vienna hu\w-‘;
rivaled the cities of Great Britain. |

In nearly all of the countries of Eu-|
rope and Asia the telegraph lines are|
now owned by the government, and in|
most of the cities thé telephohe sys-|
tem is also owned by the public. It is|
hardly necessary to say that in allf
countriez of any standing the mail;
servige-is-now in.-the hands of the gov-|
ernmeént.” "There is very noticeable|
growth in the government ownership|
of railroads. Many years ago the gov-|
ernment ownership of railroads was|
tested in various European nations, and|
the tendency toward the extension of
government mileage and the diminu-
tion of the mileage of privately owned
roads has been constant In some
countries there is still competition be-

second,

municipal owner-

tween the government lines and the
lines owned by private corporations,
but experience leaves doubt that

the lines owned by the government will
ultimately supplant the roads in private|
hands. Switzerland has within four|
vears purchased the main railroad sys-

tem within her territory; Japan haz| remember the nine-hour day -and the
within a year extended the government | ten-hour day, but can hardly recall the
railroads by purchasing some of the|days of twelve or fourteen hours. In

roads in private hands, and the Indian
government is planning t.* absorb more
of the privately owned lines. In France
a number of the railroads hold 50-year
charters, which have now more than
half  expired, and which provide for
the surrender of the lines to the gov-
ernment at the end of that period—
the governmeant in the meantime guar-
anteeing a fixed interest and an an-
nual contribution to the sinkingz fund

While local considerations and local
concéitions have much to do in the de-
termination of each case, there is one
general principle which is becoming
more and more clearly ocutlined as the
question of government ownership is
discussed, namely, that when a monop-
oly becomes necessary it must be gov-
ernment monopoly and not monopoly
in private hands. In other words. the
principle now most familiarly applied
is, “competition where competition is

possible; government monopoly where
competition is impossible.” T have not
gpace for the discussion of details;

many differecnt methods have been em-
ployed in differeat countries for the ac-

! The

| railroads

" s |
ization have long sought {o cnlarge Uw‘

Iaborer‘s share of the joint profit of la-|
bor and.capital and to improve the con-|
ditions which form his vn\'irnmnvz‘.[@

efforts of these societies Hhave|
mainly been directed, first, toward the
improvement of sanitary conditions;
second, toward the shortening «f hours;
and third, toward an increase in wages
It looks like a reflection on mankind in
general to say that laboring men should
have to ask legislation to nrotect their
lives while at work. It would seem
that employers would of their own ac-
cord regard the safety and the health
of employes as of paramount: import-
ance, and yet, it has been necessary
even in the United States to compel the
building ef air-shafts in mines and to
force the use of safety appliances on
and street car lines and in
the operation of machinery. EStill more
strange is it that it should be neces-
sary to fix a minimum age aft \-.'hirhf
children can be employed. The very|
sight of little boys and girls working|
in factories at the expense of their,
physical growth and their mental de-
velopment is so revolting that one can
hardly understand how such legislation |
can be necessary, and yet, thmnghnuw‘
Europe and the United States the la-|
boring men, through their organiza-|
tions, have been compelled to fight for|
the protection of the children of the|
poor. In Asia the inauguration of fac-|
tories has not yet been followed by the
protection of the children.

Reforms advance in groups. It is
seldom that one real reform is achieved
alone, so the limitation of hours of la-
bor has, as a rule, accompanied legisla-
tion for the protection of children and
for the improvement of sanirary condi-
tions in mines and work shops. Those
who now enjoy the eight-hour day can

the factories that are starting up in the
Orient long hours there is attendant
degrodation of the toiler. The demand
for the eight-hour day is an interna-
tional one and the laboring man is
gradually winning his fight, partly by
an appeal to conscience and partly by
proof that the highest efficiency is in-
consistent with long hours.

In the raiging of wages two factors
have been at work—the labor organiza-
tion and the higher efficiency that has
come with more universal education
The educated workman can earn more
than the ignorant one and he soon de-
mands a compensation commensurate
with his services.

The labor-saving machine has played
no unimportant part in increasing the
workman's compensation. It has raised
the quality of the work done, and has
brought into use a higher grade of skill
than was formerly employed. While
the labor-saving machine is by some
regarded as antagonistic to the welfare
of the laborer, no far-sighted observer
can fail to note that it has increased
rather than diminished the number em-

ployed at the work into which it has
been introduced, while it has intro-
duced a higher skill which, in turn, has
gsecured a higher compensation. The
handling of a locomotive requires more
skill than the handling of a freight
team, and the engineer commands high-
er wages than the teamster. The rail-
road by vastly increasing commerce,
has multiplied the number of persons
engaged in the handling of passengers
and freight, and it has at the same
time improved the character of the
work done and raised the intellectual
standard of those employed. The same
result has followed in other kinds of
work. It might be stated thus, labor-
saving machinery, as it is called—al-
though it might more properly be called
labor-multiplying machinery—has cre-
ated a demand for a higher grade of la-
bor; universal education has supplied
this demand, and the labor organiza-
tion has secured for these higher grade
laborers larger compensation ard more
favorable conditions.

One thought has grown upon me as
we traveled, namely, the dignity of
labor. In no other country is so high
an estimate placed upon the wage-
earner as in this country. In the Orient
there was, until the advent of western
ideas, an impassable gulf between the
prince and his people, and there is
even now in a large part of the Orient
a gulf so wide that one who toils with
his hands cannot look across it. The
royal families have lived by the sword
and they have forced from those be-
neath them a tribute sufficient to sup-
port themselves and their armed ra-
tainers The masses have been the
prey of the governing classes, no mat-
ter what tribe or family held the
throne.

In Europe the extremes of society
have been brought nearer together al-
though there is still a gap between the
aristocracy and the masses. This gap,
however, is growing more and more
narrow, education and popular govern-
ment being the most influential factors
in bringing about this result. With ed-
ucation now more and more within the
reach of all, the poor boy is forcing his
way to the front in business and with
his fortune thus acquired he is leveling

| ranks. In the political world, too, the
| champion of the weak and the op-
pressed is making his influence felt

and his political power is opening be-
fore him doors which until recently
were closed. In France deputies, sen-
ators and even presidents have come up
from the people, and in England a labor
leader, John Burns, has fought his way
into the cabinet. Who will say that the
European laboring man is not making
progress when labor’s foremost repre-
sentative in Great Britain becomes the

| guest of the king?

Yes, America leads the world in the
recognition of the true worth of the
man who toils, and yet, even in Amer-
ica there is room for still further ad-
vancement. Our national life is full of
instances of rise from office boy to mer-
chant prince, from plowman to govern-
or, congressman and senator; we have
Lad a rail-splitter made president—and
no president ever bore himself better or
served amid more trying times—while
another president looked back to the
days when he followed the tow-path on
a canal. And yet, with these illustrious
examples of poverty overcome and
great careers built upon a foundation of
manual labor there is still much to be
done before the producer of wealth will
receive the consideration which he de-
serves. The dignity of labor will not
be appreciated as it ought to be until
our young men are taught that it is
more honorable to contribute by labor

| to the sum of the world’s wealth than

to spend in idleness

others have made.
Tolstoi contends that people cannot

be kept in sympathy with each other

the money that

| unless all perform some physical labor

throughout their lives; he says that
contempt for those who do the drudgery
of life is natural if we put that drudg-

ery upon others and reserve for our-
selves ‘only intellectual pursuits.
Whether this be true or net, it is true

tbat we cannot view labor in its proper
reiation to life unless we measure life
by a standard different from that which
is now ordinarily applied. So long as
we measure life' by its income rather
than by its out-zo, we shall seek those
occupations which yield the largest pe-

euniary reward; when we measure life |

by what we put into the world rather
than what we take out of it, we shall
seek those occupations which offer the
largest field for usefulness.

Enough has been said to indicate that
the world’s work is broad enough to
enlist all who are wililng to work and
that the variety is sufficient to allow
each to follow his taste and select his
field, provided only that he is actuated
by a purpose to render to society a
service which will be more than an
equivalent for all that society has done
for him.

(Copyright, 1306, by Jeseph B. Bowlea.

—Copyright in Great Britain—All

Rights Reserved.)

NEW VOLUMES FOR LIBRARY

Latest in Fiction, Miscellaneous,
Technical and Children’s
Books Is Installed.

The following thirty volumes will bhe
added to the public library tomorrow
morning, Nov. 12, 1%6:

Miscellaneous.

Brandes—On Reading.
Brinton—Religions of Primitive Peoples.
Donnelly—Great Cryptogram.

Hare—Queen of Queens and the Making
of Spain.

Ingalls—Notes on Metallurgical Mill
Construction.

Mulford—Republic of God.

Phelps—Louisiana,

Polk & Co.—National Iron and Steel,
Coal and Coke Blue Book (reference).

Robine—Cyanide Industry.

Tupes—Manual of Bayonet Exerciges.

Government Publications.

United States Bureau of Insular Af-
fairs—Acts of the Philippine Commission.

United States Bureau of Insular Af-.

fairs—Laws of Criminal Procedure
Cuba and Porto Rico.

for

United States Census Bureau—Blind
and Deaf, 150.
United States Census Bureau—Insane

and feeble-minded, 1900.

United States Census Bureau—Paupers
in Almshouses, 19%0.

Library of Congress—Report, 1900.

Fiction.

Doyle—Doings of Raffles Haw,
Hope—Sophy of Kravonia.
King—Tonio: Son of the Sierras.
Sinelair—Audrey Craven.
Watanna—Japanese Blossom.
Westrup—Helen Alliston.
Eschstruth—-Spuk (German).

Children’s Books.

Drysdale—Young Supercargo.
Francis—Cheerful Cats,

Ireland—An Obstinate Maid.
Lang—Blue Poetry Book,
Russell—Yarn of Old Harbour Town.
Stoddard—Crowded Out o' Crowfield,

We have spoken much of our New Carpet and Rug Department,

and the public has accepted our invitation to call and see the
new fall patterns, and judging from the very busy week we have
had, many have availed themselves of the opportunity of select-

“KARPEN?”

ing from an up-to-date stock.

-
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Silver
Headquarters

T

We have everything needed to
beautify the table and serve the
meal. Best knives, forks, spoons,

etc., are stamped

1847 ROGERS BROS.
Famous for more than half a cen-
tury as

“Silver Plate that Wears”
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Round and Square Tables from

$6.00 to $100.00

R

SPECIAL SALE
THIS WEEK on

DINNER SETS

Don’t you need a new dinner set,
and one for little money? We will
place on sale a nicely decorated
porcelain set that is a special bar-
gain.

A 100-piece set in light brown,

dark brown, green and blue, worth
$13.50, this week—

$9.00

A b56-plece set in white, worth
$7.50, this week—

$4.75

This solid oak and

sections.

FURNITURE| *{

GUARANTEED
UPHOLSTERED

There is only one kind of leather which the manufacturers

guarantee not to crack or peel. It
brand of leather, used on KARPEN
STERED FURNITURE.
STANDARD MAKES.

is the famous *‘‘Sterling’’
GUARANTEED UPHCL-
THIS STORE HANDLES ONLY THE

This is why we recommend and keep on

sale in our store leather furniture covered only with the genuine

Sterling
ture.

leather.

It always remains pliable, soft and rich in tex-
So clever are the deceptions

practiced in manufacturing

leather goods of an inferior kind that even an expert is deceived.

NO FINER GOODS IN THE WORLD. The

Karpen line for

which we are agents has a world wide reputation for its ex-

clusive design and construction.

Our guarantes added to theirs

makes it absolutely certain that you will be always pleased with
your purchase.

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT is the

most particular buyer in the world and specifies the same spring
work in all uphoistered furniture as is used in the Karpen guar-

anteed furniture,

COMBINATION
BOOK CASE

Handsome Com-
bination Book Case
and Writing Desk.
Solid oak; four book
Price this

week—

ol-

ished Paper Rack, 32 inches
high, 18 inches wide, double
ocket and a2 useful article
, every house, price........

$14.25

MONDAY SPEC

6o C
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URNITURE & CARPLET CO.

8 to40 East Third South Street

We have just received another car-
load of Buck’s Steel Ranges
Buck’s Hot Blast Heaters.

and
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